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all scheduled increases in benefits
occur.

(4) The expected fair market value of
plan assets immediately after the
merger or transfer must be based on
the most recent data available imme-
diately before the date on which the
notice is filed.

(5) Expected investment earnings
must be determined using the same in-
terest assumption to be used for deter-
mining the minimum funding require-
ment under section 412 of the Code.

(6) Expected expenses must be deter-
mined using expenses in the last plan
year ending before the notice is filed,
adjusted to reflect any anticipated
changes.

(7) Expected plan assets for a plan
year must be determined by adjusting
the most current data on fair market
value of plan assets to reflect expected
contributions, investment earnings,
benefit payments and expenses for each
plan year between the date of the most
current data and the beginning of the
plan year for which expected assets are
being determined.

§ 4231.7 De minimis mergers and
transfers.

(a) Special plan solvency rule. The de-
termination of whether a de minimis
merger or transfer satisfies the plan
solvency requirement in § 4231.6(a) may
be made without regard to any other de
minimis mergers or transfers that have
occurred since the last actuarial valu-
ation.

(b) De minimis merger defined. A
merger is de minimis if the present
value of accrued benefits (whether or
not vested) of one plan is less than 3
percent of the fair market value of the
other plan’s assets.

(c) De minimis transfer defined. A
transfer of assets or liabilities is de
minimis if—

(1) The fair market value of the as-
sets transferred, if any, is less than 3
percent of the fair market value of all
the assets of the transferor plan;

(2) The present value of the accrued
benefits transferred (whether or not
vested) is less than 3 percent of the fair
market value of all the assets of the
transferee plan; and

(3) The transferee plan is not a plan
that has terminated under section
4041A(a)(2) of ERISA.

(d) Value of assets and benefits. For
purposes of paragraphs (b) and (c) of
this section, the value of plan assets
and accrued benefits may be deter-
mined as of any date prior to the pro-
posed effective date of the transaction,
but not earlier than the date of the
most recent actuarial valuation.

(e) Aggregation required. In deter-
mining whether a merger or transfer is
de minimis, the assets and accrued bene-
fits transferred in previous de minimis
mergers and transfers within the same
plan year must be aggregated as de-
scribed in paragraphs (e)(1) and (e)(2) of
this section. For the purposes of those
paragraphs, the value of plan assets
may be determined as of the date dur-
ing the plan year on which the total
value of the plan’s assets is the high-
est.

(1) A merger is not de minimis if the
total present value of accrued benefits
merged into a plan, when aggregated
with all prior de minimis mergers of and
transfers to that plan effective within
the same plan year, equals or exceeds 3
percent of the value of the plan’s as-
sets.

(2) A transfer is not de minimis if,
when aggregated with all previous de
minimis mergers and transfers effective
within the same plan year—

(i) The value of all assets transferred
from a plan equals or exceeds 3 percent
of the value of the plan’s assets; or

(ii) The present value of all accrued
benefits transferred to a plan equals or
exceeds 3 percent of the plan’s assets.

§ 4231.8 Notice of merger or transfer.
(a) When to file. Except as provided in

paragraph (f) of this section, a notice of
a proposed merger or transfer must be
filed not less than 120 days before the
effective date of the transaction. For
purposes of this part, the effective date
of a merger or transfer is the earlier
of—

(1) The date on which one plan as-
sumes liability for benefits accrued
under another plan involved in the
transaction; or

(2) The date on which one plan trans-
fers assets to another plan involved in
the transaction.
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